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Don't you see ? Apart from wanting to do you a service, he's taken all the circumstances into account. Half past ten. Have you got a little time to spare ? "
" So long as I get back to my uncle's in time for lunch/*
" Whereabouts does he live ? "
" Quite close to the Lyons station."
" Oh, then -we have lots of time to look around. Do you know Paris well ? "
<f Indeed I don't. Fve only been here before for the oral examination. And I was terribly tired. I just took a walk in the centre of the city, in the evening. And on Sunday, before I went home, I rushed around to some of the sights. All that doesn't really count."
" I'm very glad to hear you say so."
" Why's that ? "
" Because I have a kind of passion for Paris ; and the more I get to know her, the harder I find it to answer certain questions which I ask myself. I'd like to approach them for the first time - to get the shock of them. Even those shutters up there, for example, or the arrangement of the windows in the fronts of those houses - I'd like to have never seen them, to look at them with quite fresh eyes. That's something like your point of view, isn't it ? "
" Yes."
" But perhaps you're not particularly interested in that way of looking at things ? "
" On the contrary, I am, very much."
** Really ? So much the better, . . . Then what is yotir first impression of Paris ? "
** This isn't quite my first impression."
" Strictly speaking, I suppose it isn't."
** And my first impression is something that perhaps I ought to try to forget. It was spoilt so much by the foul stink of the examination."
" I see. . , . You lived in Lyons, didn't you ? I don't know Lyons myself. Did you feel any particular difference when you arrived here ? "